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BUDDHIST AND PALI UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA 

 

FACULTY OF  GRADUATE STUDIES 
 

MASTER OF ARTS DEGREE (ONE YEAR AND TWO YEAR) 
 

SYLLABUS  - BUDDHIST STUDIES 
 

MABS 53015 (C)  -  Philosophical Trends in Buddhism 

MABS 53025 (C)  - Buddhism and Inter- religious Philosophy 

MABS 53035  (C)   - Buddhism and Management 

MABS 53045  (C)   - Buddhist Psychotherapy 

MABS 53055  (O)  - Buddhist Social Philosophy and Modern World  

MABS 53075  (O)  - Buddhist Art and Architecture 

MARM 53065  (C)  - Research Methodology 
 

(C) Compulsory 

(O) Optional    Buddhist Social Philosophy and Modern World     or  

   Buddhist Art and Architecture 
 

For two year Master Degree the thesis which bears 30 credits is compulsory. 

 

Course Code :   MABS 53015 

Topic  :      Philosophical Trends in Buddhism 

Category :  Compulsory 

Duration : One Year/Two Year 

Aims and Objectives  :  Review of various philosophical concepts of the West and the East 

from a Buddhist perspective with reference to SuttaPitaka is 

expected. 
 

Learning Outcomes       : At the end of the course student will be able to,  

 discuss Philosophical Concepts of the West and the East and 

various philosophical trends in Buddhism. 
 

 explain extra ordinary characteristics in Buddhist 

philosophical thought by studying the similarities and 

dissimilarities of Western and Eastern philosophical concepts.  
 

Course Content: 

 Comparative study on Western and Eastern philosophical concepts and Buddhist 

philosophical thought. 

 Revelation and Authority 

 Rationalism 

 Idealism 

 Empiricism/Pragmatism 

 Utilitarianism 

 Existentialism 

 Theory of Emptiness 

 Theory of Analysis 

 Theory of Causation 

 Dialectical Theory 

 Coherence Theory 
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 Atomism 

 Humanism 

 Realism 

 Correspondence Theory 

 Theory of Phenomenology 

 Review of Vision 
 

Methods of Teaching : Lectures, Discussions, Study Guides, Presentation, Assignments  

Method of Evaluation : 4 credits, 80 marks for the written test at the end of the course. 20 

marks for a group activity, an assignment or a Presentation 
 

Recommended Readings: 

Bhikku Ñānānanda'" 1975. Concept and Reality. Honolulu.  

Murti, R.V., 1955. The Central Philosophy. London.  

Jayatilake, K.N'" 1969. The Message of the Buddha. kandy.  

Jayatilleke, K.N. 1980. Early Buddhist Theory of Knowledge. Motilal Banarsidas Publication. 

Delhi. 

Kalupahana, D.J., 1975. Causality:The Central Philosophy. Honolulu.  

Kalupahana, D.J., 1976. Buddhist Philosophy. Honolulu.  

Kalupahana, David J'" 2008. Ethics in Early Buddhism.Motilal Banarsidass Publishers 

Publication. Delhi. 

Kalupahana, Devid J'" 1999. The Buddha's Philosophy of Language.Vishva Lekha, Sri Lanka. 
O¾uisß" .=Kmd,'" 2002' od¾Yksl m%Yak" wOHdmk fomd¾;=fïka;= m%ldYk' 
.,auxf.dv" iqukmd,'" 1994' wdÈfn!oaO o¾Ykh" iriú m%ldYk" Èjq,msáh' 
l¨myk" fâúâ'" 2002'Ndr;Sh o¾Yk b;sydih" ;súr m%ldYk 
rdOdl%sIaKka" tia'" 1970' bka§h o¾Ykh"fld<U'  
nqoaOo;a; ysñ" fmd,aj;af;a'" 2003' f:rjdo fn!oaO o¾Ykh" fn!oaO ixialD;sl uOHia:dkh" foysj,'  
m[a[df,dal ysñ" jehsfyafka'" 2001' ffjÈl hq.fhka fn!oaO hq.hg" Y%S foaù m%skag¾ia" foysj,' 
^mß&' m[a[dls;a;s ysñ" ysßmsáfha'" 2003' fmrÈ. yd wmrÈ. o¾Yk" f.dvf.a iy ifydaorfhda" fld<U' 
O¾uisß" .=Kmd,'"1996' fn!oaO iodpdrfha uQ,O¾u" fn!oaO ixialD;sl uOHia:dkh" foysj,'  
fâúâ" Íia'" 1956' fn!oaO Ndr;h' fld<U'  
l¿myk" ã' fÊ'" 2003' fn!oaO o¾Yk b;sydih" ;súr m%ldYk" kqf.af.dv'  
tÈßisxy" ohd, m%sho¾Yk" jika;, iy b,x.fldaka" iuka;'" 2008' fn!oaO o¾Ykh" j;aud m%ldYlfhda" 
foysj,'  
fïOdkkao ysñ" foajdf,a.u'" 1994' nqÿiufha iduhsl miqìu" l¾;D m%ldYkhls" lvj;' 
fïOdkkao ysñ" foajdf,a.u'" 1982' nqÿiuh yd od¾Yksl .eg¿" l¾;D m%ldYkhls" fld<U' 
rdyq, ysñ" j,afmd,'" 1997' nqÿka jod< O¾uh" fn!oaO ixialD;sl uOHia:dkh" foysj,'  
{dkdrdu ysñ" mdf;a.u'" 1996' uq,anqÿiuh yd újrK .eg¿" isx.mamQrej'  
úfÊnKavdr" pkaÈu iy fudrgqj.u" tÉ'tï., 1995' wd§ fn!oaO Ñka;kfha woyia lsysmhla" tia' 
f.dvf.a iy ifydaorfhda" fld<U' 
{dkiquk ysñ" fo,a¥fõ'" 2006' wd§ fn!oaO o¾Ykfha uQ,O¾u" f.dvf.a iy ifydaorfhda" fld<U' 
úu,jxY kdysñ" noafoa.u'" 1955' o¾Ykjdo ix.%yh" l¾;D m%ldYkhls" urodk' 

 
Course Code :   MABS 53025 

Topic  :      Buddhism and Inter- religious Philosophy  

Category :  Compulsory 

Duration : One Year/Two Year 

Aims and Objectives  :  Review of various philosophical concepts of the West and the East 

from a Buddhist perspective with reference to SuttaPitaka is 

expected. 
 

Learning Outcomes       : At the end of the course student will be able to,  

 define religion, philosophy and philosophy of religion. 

 compare various religious traditions and their teachings.  

 explain Buddhism as a religion and philosophy. 

 discuss the scope and nature of philosophy. 

 distinguish religious concepts with philosophical concepts. 



3 

 criticize philosophical questions. 

 analyze religious themes from philosophical perspectives.  

 explain the relationship between religion and current issues. 
 

Course Content :  

 Religion, Philosophy -  Definitions and Interpretations 

 Nature and scope of philosophy of religion 

 Buddhism as a religion and a philosophy 

 Introduction to world’s religions ; Hinduism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Taoism, 

Confucianism  

 Buddhism and philosophical questions 

 Buddhist approaches to modern religious  issues; fundamentalism, secularization, 

pluralism, sectarianism 

 Problem of religious experience  

 Problem of nature of reality 

 Main religious themes ; good and evil, life after death, hell and heaven, immortality 

 Religion and current issues; science, materialism, non-religiousness, politics 
 

Methods of Teaching : Lectures, Discussions, Study guides, Assignments,Tutorials, Source 

readings and Group activities. 
 

Method of Evaluation : 4 credits, 80 marks for the written test at the end of the course. 20 

marks for a group activity, an Assignment or a Presentation 
 

Recommended Readings: 

Dhammananda, K.S'" 1974, Why Religious Tolerance?, Buddhist Missionary Society, Kuala 

Lumpur. 

Galloway, G'" 1945, Philosophy of Religion, Edinburgh. 

Glasenapp, H'" 1974, Buddhism and Comparative Religions, Buddhist Publication Society, Kandy. 

Hall, T. W'" 1978, Introduction to the Study of Religion, Harper & Publisher, New York. 

Jayatillake, K.N'" 1983, Buddhism and Peace, Buddhist Publication Society, Kandy. 

Jenkins, J'" 1999, Ethics and Religion, Heinemann Educational Publishers, Oxford. 

Joshi, L.M'" 1987, Brahmanism, Buddhism and Hinduism, Buddhist Publication Society, Kandy. 

Sharma, A'" 1997, Philosophy of Religion, Oxford. 

Smart, N'" 1992, The World’s Religions, Cambridge University  Press.  

Smith, H'" 1976, The Religions of Man, New York. 

 
Course Code :   MABS 53035 

Topic  :     Buddhism and Management 

Category :  Compulsory 

Duration : One Year/Two Year 

Aims and Objectives  :  The objective of this paper is to examine the Buddhist management 

concepts and principles found in Buddhist teachings and Buddhist 

literature with the identification of western concepts and principles 

on the concept of management.   
 

Learning Outcomes       : At the end of the course student will be able to,  

 explain the concept of management with reference to eastern 

and western definitions. 

 discuss the historical evolution and the functions of the 

management 

 compare the relationship between Buddhism and 

Management concepts. 

 Explain the management principles such as Human resource 

management, physical resource management, time 
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management, financial management, environmental 

management, political management and spiritual 

management. 

 explain the Buddhist attitude on the management concepts 

such as leadership, motivation and productivity concepts. 
 

Course Content: 

 Introduction to management 

 Evolution of the concept of management 

 Functions of the management 

 Buddhism and management 

 Buddhist perspective on human resource management. 

 Buddhist attitude to physical resource management. 

 Time aanagement 

 The leadership 

 Motivation 

 Western views on the productivity concepts 

 Buddhism and productivity concepts 

 Environmental management 

 Financial management 

 Political management 

 Spiritual management 
 

Methods of Teaching : Lectures, discussions, study guides, assignments,tutorials, source 

readings and group activities. 
 

Method of Evaluation : 4 credits, 80 marks for the written test at the end of the course. 20 

marks for a group activity, an Assignment or a Presentation 
 

Recommended Readings: 

Armstrong, Michel 1996, A Handbook of Personnel Management Practices, Sixth edition, Kogan 

Page Limited, London. 

Hemantha, Kottawatta H. K. 2006, Human Resource Management, Author: Colombo.  

Lewis, Pamelas S., Goodman, Stephen H, Fandt, Patricia M. 2001, Management, Challenges in 

the 21st century, South – Western College Publishing, Thomson Learning, Australia. 

Noe, Raymond A., Hollenbeck, John R,. Wright, Patrick M. 1996, Human Resource Management, 

gaining a Competitive Advantage, Second edition, Irwin McGraw – Hill, Boston. 

Opatha, H H D N P2006, Human Resource Management, Course Manual, Department of Human 

Resource Management, Faculty of Management Studies & Commerce, University of Sri 

jayewardenapura. 

Stoner, J A F, Freeman, R E,1995, Management, 6th edition, Prentice – Hall of India, New Delhi. 

Tracey, W J D1991, Wholesales marketing: Planning & Design Manual, FAO, Rome. 

Opatha, H H D N P1995, Sevamandala Kalamanakaranaya, Author, Colombo. 

 

Course Code :   MABS 53045 

Topic  :     Buddhist Psychotherapy 

Category :  Compulsory 

Duration : One Year/Two Year 

Aims and Objectives  :  Identify the modern psychological ingresses and discuss the        

approaches on it with reference to reasons in Buddhist literature. 
 

Learning Outcomes       : At the end of the course student will be able to,  

 introduce the nature of modern psychology and its scope. 
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 clarify the philosophical, religious and scientific views on 

mind. 

 investigate the psychological characteristics of Early Buddhist 

teachings. 

 compare the western and Buddhist teachings on mental 

diseases. 

 explain the teachings on individual personality in Buddhism, 

Buddhist definitions on motivations and emotions, 

Methodologies related to counseling theories. 

 enquire the Buddhist counseling of behavioural techniques 

that related to the cognitive behavioural therapy (CBT), 

Buddhist rational counseling techniques according to Rational 

emotive behaviour therapy(REBT) and modern psychological 

teachings.   

 explain the understanding on similarities and dissimilarities of 

Buddhist psychological teachings.  

 

Course Content: 

 The nature of modern psychology and its scopes 

 Philosophical, religious and scientific views on mind 

 Analysis of citta, mana and viññāna 

 Nature and objective of Buddhist psychology 

 Analysis of citta and caitasika 

 Western and Buddhist teachings on mental diseases 

 Buddhist teachings on individual personality 

 Emotions and motivations 

 Techniques of counseling 

 Nature and techniques of Buddhist counseling 

 Cognitive behavioural therapy  (CBT) 

 Rational emotive behaviour therapy(REBT) 

 Similarities and dissimilarities between modern psychology and Buddhist psychology 
 

Methods of Teaching    : Lectures, Discussions, Study guides, Assignments  

Method of Evaluation : 4 credits, 80 marks for the written test at the end of the course. 20 

marks for a group activity, an Assignment or a Presentation 
 

Recommended Reading : 

The Suttas "Satipaṭṭhana, Roga, Vatthūpama, Vitakkasamṭhāna, Sallekha, Madhupiṇḍika etc. 

De Silva Padmasiri. 1980. An Introduction to Buddhist Psychology, London.  

De Silva Padmasiri. 1973. Buddhist and Freudian Psychology, Lake House Investments Ltd.   

Eysenck, H.J. 1964. Crime and Personality, Boston Houghton Mifflin. 
Wmkkao ysñ" r;af;dg' 2010' fn!oaO ufkdaúoHdj iy frda." f.dvf.a m%ldYk" fld<U 10'  
tÈßisxy" ohd' 1998' ufkdaúoHdj .=rel=, yd ufkda úoHd{fhda" j;aud m%ldYk" foysj,' 
tÈßisxy" ohd' iy ymqwdrÉÑ .dñKS" 2010' ufkdaúoHd kHdh iy Ndú;h" j;aud m%ldYk" 
foysj,' 
tÈßisxy" ohd' iy fmf¾rd" {dkodi' 2005' ufkdaúoHd úu¾Yk" j;aud m%ldYk" foysj,' 
l=uqÿ,;d" §mdks tï'ta'" 2007' wNsfm%arK iy Ñ;a; fõ." l;D m%ldYk" fykaúka m%skaÜ" 
.ïfmd<' 
l=uqÿ,;d" §mdks tï'ta'" 2007' fm!reIh" l;D m%ldYk" fykaúka m%skaÜ" .ïfmd<' 
.,auxf.dv" iqukmd, 2006' fn!oaO Ndjkd l%u iy ufkda Ñls;aidj" iriú Èjq,msáh'  
.=Kfialr" Wmd,s 1997' udkisl le<öï yd WmfoaYkh" uyr.u'  
pkaoúu, ysñ" f¾reldfka' 2012' j[apl O¾u yd Ñ;af;damlaf,aY O¾u" Y%S pkaoúu, O¾u 
mqia;l ixrlaIK uKav,h" fmdl=Kqúg' 
pkaoúu, ysñ" f¾reldfka' 2004' uyd úmiaikd Ndjkdj" isl=re m%ldYk" fmd,a.ia´úg'  
pkaoúu, ysñ" f¾reldfka' 1991' i;smÜGdk Ndjkd l%uh" m%nqoaO m%ldYk" fndr,eia.uqj' 
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pkaøfialr" ir;a' 2008' m%dfhda.sl fn!oaO ufkdaúoHdj'f.dvf.a m%ldYk" fld<U' 
ksYaYxl" tÉ'tka'tka'" 2003' fn!oaO ufkda Ñls;aidj" .=Kfiak iud.u" fld<U 11' 
fmf¾rd" lu,aisß' WmfoaYk l=i,;d i|yd m%dfhda.sl WmfoaYkh" úfÊiQßh m%ldYk' 
fmf¾rd" {dkodi' 2007' WmfoaYk ufkdaúoHdj' iyi% m%ldYk" fld<U 10' 
fmf¾rd" {dkodi' 2005' fm!reIh yd fm!reI j¾Okh" iyY% m%ldYk" fld<U 10'  
fmaur;k ysñ" iQrlal=,fï' 2010' fn!oaO ufkdaúoHdj" ohdjxY chfldä iy iud.u' 
riakelafnka ^mß'& 2010" nqÿka jykafiaf.a WmfoaYk Ys,am l%uh iy Ndú;h" YslaId ukaÈr 
m%ldYk" fld<U 08'  
úð; ysñ" fld.a.,af,a' 2006' fn!oaO yd ngysr ufkda Ñls;aidj" iQßh m%ldYk" fld<U  10' 
ioaOdr;k ysñ" lk;af;af.dv' 2011' nqÿ yduqÿrefjda ufkda ffjoHjrfhls" iriaj;S m%ldYk" 
Èjq,msáh' 
fyÜáwdrÉÑ" O¾ufiak' 2006' fn!oaO ufkda úoHd m%fõYh" ohdjxY chfldä m%ldYk' 
 

Course Code :   MABS 53055 

Topic  :     Buddhist Social Philosophy and Modern World  

Category :  Compulsory 

Duration : One Year/Two Year 

Aims and Objectives  :  To analyze the prime causes for the national and international 

issues, conflicts and challenges in current society from the socio-

psychological dimensions and finding solutions for them from the 

Buddhist approaches. 
 

Learning Outcomes       : At the end of the course student will be able to,  

 explain the issues and challenges in current society and in 

solving them  from the socio-psychological perspectives. 
 

 discuss the perspectives in building a good social surrounding 

from the Buddhist teachings.  
 

 apply the Buddhist teachings for peace and harmony in 

making good inter-personal relationships. 
 

Course Content : 

 Understanding the current social and psychological issues of modern society  

 Studying  the applicable solutions for them with reference to the Buddhist teachings 

 Classification of current social issues, conflicts and challenges 

 Industrialization and technology 

 Poverty 

 Family and marriage 

 Growth of population 

 Birth control and abortion 

 Environmental crises 

 Drug addiction 

 Sexual abuses (child, male and female) 

 Prostitution (venereal  diseases)  

 Cloning   

 Tele communicational issues 

 Weapons and terrorism 

 War and peace 

 Suicide and euthanasia 

 Democracy and good governance 

 Globalization and post modernism 

 Unemployment and immigration issues  
 

Methods of Teaching :   Lectures, Seminars, Multimedia Presentations, Discussions and 

Handouts. 
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Method of Evaluation   : 4 credits, 80 marks for the written test at the end of the course. 20 

marks for a group activity, an Assignment or a Presentation 
  

Recommended Readings : 

Primary Sources - 

Dīghanikāya: Aggañña, Ambaṭṭha, Kūṭadanta, Cakkavattisīhanāda, Singālovādasutta-s <etc. 

Majjhimanikāya:  Assaļāyana, Cullakammavibhaṅga, Cūlasaccaka, Madhurasutta-s<etc. 

Saṃyuttanikāya:  Gāmiṇī, Brāhmaṇa, Mātugāma and SammappadhānaSamyutta-s..etc. 

Aṅguttaranikāya:  Tikanipāta: Brāhmaṇa, Mahāvagga, Pancakanipāta:  Upāsakavagga, 

Chakkanipāta: Dhammikavagga, Sattanipāta:  Gahapativagga<.etc. 

Khuddakanikāya: Khuddakapāṭha, Dhammapada, Suttanipāta: Dhammika, Parābhava, 

Vāseṭṭha, Attadaṇḍa, Mettasutta-s..etc. 
 

Secondary Sources - 

wNhiqkaor" m%KS;a'" 2002' fn!oaO iudc md,kh yd wmrdO úoHdj" weia' f.dvf.a iy ifydaorfhda" 
fld<U 10' 
;s,lr;ak" wix.'" 2008' ñksia .eg¨ ms<sn| fn!oaO ú.%yh" l=re¿ fmd;a m%ldYlfhda" rdc.sßh' 
moauisß ysñ" r¿fõ'" 2007' kj iudc m%jK;d iy fn!oaO mjq,a ixia:dj mYapd;a kQ;k ú.%yhg fn!oaO 
úpdrhla" iuka;s fmd;a m%ldYlfhda" fld<U' 
fmf¾rd" {dkodi'" 1998' Y%S ,xldfõ wmrdO ms<sn| od¾Yksl úuiqula" weia' f.dvf.a iy ifydaorfhda" 
fld<U 10' 
Butr, Siddhi'" 1973. The Social Philosophy of Buddhism, Mahamakut Buddhist University, 

Thailand. 

Mackenzie, J.S'" 1995. Outlines of Social Philosophy, Sinha Publishing House, India. 

Malallasekara, G.P., and Jayatilaka, K.N'" 1958. Buddhism and the Race Question, UNESCO, Paris. 

Ratnapala, Nandasena'" 1995. Buddhist Sociology, Sri Satguru Publications, New Delhi. 

 
Course Code :   MARM 53065 

Topic  :     Research Methodology 

Category :  Compulsory 

Duration : One Year/Two Year 

Aims and Objectives :   The identification, access, acquisition, utilization and the real-

world application of concepts, principles, norms, ethics, activities 

and procedures belong to research methodology aiming at 

exploring and using the knowledge specifically in Buddhism 

including other subjects for the creation, innovation and 

interpretation purposes.  
 

Learning outcomes   :     At the end of the course, the student will be able to; 

 explain the types of research and research methods  

 apply types of research and methods of research  

 represent research problems particularly relevant to the 

Buddhism including other subjects 

 describe literary survey methods and relevant sources 

 compose the literature review or critical literature study 

 explain research methodology 

 introduce the compilation of a research proposal 

 explain the Buddhist research methodology 

 discuss the socialization of Buddhist research 

 inquire research ethics   

 apply the language accurately for research purposes 

including citing and referencing 

 compose research proposals 

 prepare a dissertation 
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Course Contents : 

 Introduction to research - needs, functions and characteristics 

 Research types and  methods 

 Principal research methods 

 Buddhist research methodology and the areas of Buddhist research and Buddhist 

research for the society 
 

 Derivation of research topics 

 Identification of research problem, research objectives, research questions and the 

hypotheses 

 Components of a research proposal 

 Literature survey, literature sources study and literature review including the use of 

modern information communication technology for the purpose, internet sources in 

Buddhism and the use of relevant databases.  

 Research methodology 

 Research ethics 

 Use of language accurately for research purposes - citations, references and the 

Bibliography  

 Compilating of dissertation 
 

Methods of Teaching   : Lectures, Discussions, Study guides, Assignments,Tutorials, 

Source readings and Group activities. 
 

Method of Evaluation  : 4 credits, 80 marks for the written test at the end of the course. 20 

marks for a group activity, an Assignment or a Presentation 
 

Recommended Readings : 

Cohen, L. and Manion, L. and Morrison, K" 2011. Research Methods in Education., Routledge, 

New York 

Kothari, C.R" 1985. Research Methodology: Methods and Techniques, New Age International. (free 

e book), New Delhi 

Kumar, Ranjit' 2011.Research Methodology: a step-by-step guide for beginners, Dorling 

Kindersley, Delhi. 

Uyangoda, Jayadewa'" 2010. Research in the Social Sciences and Humanities: A Philosophical and 

Methodological Introduction, Social Scientists' Association, Colombo. 

Uyangoda, Jayadewa'" 2015. Writing Research Proposals in the Social Sciences and Humanities: a 

theoretical and practical guide, Social Scientists' Association, Colombo. 

Panneerselvam, R" 2014. Research Methodology., PHI Learning Pvt. Ltd, New Delhi 

Whkaf.dv" chfoaj'" 2009. iudcSh úoHd m¾fhaIK( od¾Yksl iy l%u úê ye`oskaùula" fld<U( 
iudc úoHd{hskaf.a ix.uh" fld<U' 
r;akmd," kkaofiak'" 2013. iudc úoHd m¾fhaIK uQ,O¾u. f.dvf.a" fld<U' 
fiakdër" is,aú iy jkisxy" Ydñkao'" 2004. m¾fhaIK l%ufõoh. f.dvf.a" fld<U' 
mrudkkao ysñ" fmd,a.iaj;af;a'" 2014. m¾fhaIK ksnkaOk w;afmd; .f.dvf.a" fld<U' 
 
Course Code :   MABS 53075 

Topic  :     Buddhist Art and Architecture 

Category :  Compulsory 

Duration : One Year/Two Year 

Objectives :  Studying the Buddhist artistic and architectural creations of South 

and South-East Asian countries where the Buddhist culture was 

expanded, and making a methodical study on religious and 

artistic value of them. 
 

Learning outcomes   :     At the end of the course, the student will be able to; 

 introduce the Buddhist attitude towards painting, and survey the 

origin and evolution of Buddhist painting. 
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 explain the paintings in the caves of Ajanta and Ellora, and 

significant features and development of Sri Lankan paint work.  

 investigate the origin and evolution of Buddha statue, and specific 

characteristics of schools of iconography. 

 inquire the identity and new trends of Sri Lankan Buddha 

iconography.  

 explain the concept of stupa, and survey the origin and evolution 

of Buddhist stupa. 

 annotate the traditions of stupa, in each country and religious and 

artistic value of stupa. 

 describe the origin and evolution of architectural creations. 

 clarify the Buddhist influence for architecture, and explain the 

specific identity of Buddhist architecture. 
 

Course Contents : 

 Origin and evolution of Buddhist paint work 

 Cave paintings of Ajanta and Ellora 

 Development and specific features of Sri Lankan paint work (Anuradhapura, Polonnaru, 

and Kandyan periods) 

 Origin and evolution of Buddha statue 

 Buddha icons in South and South-East Asian countries 

 Sri Lankan Buddha statue 

 Mudra and  seats symbolized from Buddha icon, and new trends of them 

 Historicity of stupa construction  

 Origin and evolution of Buddhist stupa 

 Schools of Buddhist stupa that could be seen in each country 

 Objectives of stupa construction, and the communication signified from stupa 

construction 

 Other architectural creations relate with stupa (Thupagara and Vatadage) 

 Buddhist sculpture and carvings (Guardstone, Moonstone, Balustrade) 

 Buddhist architecture (Paṭimāghara, Bodhighara, Uposathaghara, Pañcāvāsa) 
 

Methods of Teaching    : Lectures, Discussions, Study guides, Assignments, Tutorials, 

Source readings and Group activities. 
 

Method of Evaluation   : 4 credits, 80 marks for the written test at the end of the course. 20 

marks for a group activity, an assignment or a presentation 
 

Recommended Readings: 

Coomaraswamy, A.K, 1927, History of Indian and Indonesian Art, London.  

Coomaraswamy, A.K., 1913, The Art and Crafts on India and Ceylon, London and Edinburgh. 

Coomaraswamy, A.K., 1956, Medieval Sinhalese Art, New York. 

Devendra, D.T, 1957, The Buddha Image in Ceylon, Colombo. 

Dohanin, D.K.  1977, The Mahayana Buddhist Sculpture of Ceylon, New York and London. 

Foucher, A. 1918, The Beginnings of Buddhist Art and other Essays on India and Central 

AsianArchaeology, London. 

Godakumbere, C.E. 1966, Sinhalese Doorways, Colombo. 

Gunasinghe, S. 1978, An Album of Buddhist Paintings from Sri Lanka (Ceylon), Kandy Period) 

Colombo. 

Ingholt, H. 1957, Gandharan Art in Pakistan, New York 

Karunaratne, L.K. 1978, The Wooden Architecture of Sri Lanka, Ceylon Historical Journal, Vol. 25, 

Dehiwala, 

Manjusri, L.T.P. 1977, Design Elements from Sri Lanka Temple Paintings, Colombo. 

Paranavithana, S. 1954, Art and Architecture of Ceylon, Polonnaruwa Period, Colombo. 

Smith, V.A., 1911, A History of  Fine Arts in India and Ceylon, Oxford. 
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Wijesekara, N.D. 1959, Early Sinhalese Paintings, Colombo, 

Wikramagamage, Chandhra, 2009, Tantric Buddhism and art of Galvihara, Colombo. 
úu,r;k ysñ" fn,a,kaú, 1991" nqÿms<suh uqød yd wdik" l¾;D m%ldYk" foysj,' 
,.uqj" ta' 1999" Y%S ,xldfõ fn!oaO m%;sud ,laIK" m¾fhaIK m%;sud jHdmD;sh" fld<U' 
úl%u.uf.a" pkaød 1995" YS% ,xldfõ merKs f.dvke.s,s fodrgq" YS% ,xld ixialD;sl Ydia;%dh;kh" 
fmd,a.iá úg' 
úl%u.uf.a" pkaød 1990" ia;+m ^;=kajk uqøKh&" YS% ,xld ixialD;sl Ydia;%dh;kh" 
fmd,a.ia´úg' 
úl%u.uf.a" pkaød 2006" YS% ,xldfõ fn!oaO m%;sud l,dj" fld<U' tia' f.dvf.a iy ifydaorfhda" 
fld<U 10' 
l=udriajdñ" fla' wdkkao 1993" bkaÈhdfõ yd Y%S ,xldfõ l,d Ys,am" rcfha uqøK kS;s.; ixia:dj" 
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